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HISTORY AND APPRECIATION
OF ART (FROM 3000 BC
TO 600 AD)

From IndusValley Civilization (2500 BC-1750BC) to Mauryan dynasty (Third
century B.C.), we see agradual development in art and crafts. Artists of the
Harappan period wereextremely skilled. Mauryan period marked anew beginning
inIndian history. Highly polished quality of the sculpted pillarsfrom the Ashokan
period aretreasure of Indian art. Alongwith thistechnically improved style, there
was also thetradition of popular folk art, which continued in theform of crude
mother goddessfigures. After the Mauryans, when the Sungas cameto power,
they continued with the artistic activity and we got the great Supaand sculptures
of Sanchi in the state of Madhya Pradesh. The Kushans, who had come from
outsideIndia, helped in the progress. During this period, we seethe devel opment
of the scul pted portraiturefor thefirst time. Guptaperiod isregarded asthe golden
periodinIndianArt History. Refinement camein the representation of the human
figures. Some of the most important art centresduring this period wereM athur a,
Sarnath, Ujjain, Ahichhatra and others. Guptascul ptures show the perfect bal-
anceand blending of the style, the skill, the mastery and theimagination. Thereli-
giousscul pturesshow adivinequdity. Thedighttilt of thelip, thefull roundness of
thefigures, accurate carvingsand smplicity becamethestylistic ssamp of the Guptas.
Alongwiththereligious, secular scul ptureswere also produced in alarge extent.
Famous paintings of Ajanta were done during this period. Beside paintingsand
scul ptures, the new development in art wasthe Cave and Templearchitectures.
Some of theimportant sitesin thisrespect are the Udaygiri cavesin Madhya
Pradesh and the Nachnaand Bhumara, wheretemple architecturesstarted. Ina
nutshell it can be said that Gupta period isclassical period of thelndian history.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner will beableto:
o describeinbrief theart of thisperiod from 3000 BC to 600AD;
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. . . . I ntroduction of
e statethenamesof enlisted art objectsof thisperiod; Indian Art

e distinguishthematerialsused, sites, sizes, coloursand place of collection of
theenlisted art objects;

e identify distinctly the namesof enlisted art objectsof thisperiod; and

e differentiate andidentify the characteristicsof theenlisted art objects. Notes
Title : DancingGirl

Medium : Metd

Date : Harappan Period (2500 BC)

Findingste : Mohenjo—Daro

Sze : 4inches(Approx)

Artig : Unknown

Collection : National Museum, New Delhi

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Thisstatueismade of meta andisprobably oneof thefinest examplesof theartistic
and technical skillsof IndusValley craftsmen. Thisfemalefigureat thesametime
showsthefineskillsof metal casting and artigticrefinery. Thefigureislanky, thinand
rhythmicin character. Somevery interesting pointscan benoticed in sculpture. First
of al, while shehasbeen shown without clothes, in her |eft hand she has bangl estill
amost her shoulder, very muchlikewe canfindinthetriba peopleof modern days
in Gujarat and Rajasthan region. Second important thing to noticeisthe hairstyle.
Whilethe other mother goddessfigures, which have beenfound fromthisciviliza:
tion, haveaqueer and elaborate hair style. Thisfigure showsamuch contemporary
style. Her hair istied inabun. Also to be noticed isits curious posture. She stands
inaresting posturewith her right hand at her wai st and her |eft hand on her | eft thigh.
Thecagtingisperfect. It showsaccuracy of theartistsin metal casting during that
period. Thereistremendousmonumentality inthisparticular sculpture. That means,
thoughthisisapproximately 4inchesin height only, it seemsto bealarger onetous.
Thisiswhat makesit realy unique. The craftsmanship and artistic skillshave been
blended successfully in Dancing Girl.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS1.1

a Fromwherehavewefoundthe Dancing Girl scul pture?
b) Whatisitsheight?
c) IstheDancing Girl sanding or Sitting?
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€e) What isthemedium of thisscul pture?
f)  Whatistheharstyleof the Dancing Girl?

1.2 RAMPURVABULL CAPITAL Notes

Title . RampurvaBull Capita

Medium :  Polished sandstone

Date . Mauryan Period (3 century BC)
FindingSte:  Rampurva

Sze . Tft(Approx)

Artigt : Unknown

Collection :  IndianMuseum, Kolkata

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Emperor Ashokaengraved hisedicts and teachings of Lord Buddhaon pillars,
rock surfacesand tabl ets. Ashokan pillars have been foundinamost every region
of Indiaexcept extreme southern region. Hispillars consisted of three parts—a
base, an elongated shaft, and the decorated crown of the pillar, called the Capital .
Capitasaremostly consisted of oneor moreanimal figures, aninvertedlotus, which
servesasthe base of theseanimal figures. A thick disc kind of structureknown as
abacusisbetween theanimalsand thelotus. Bull Capita isone of themost famous
onesamong the Ashokan capitals. Itisalso known asRampurvaBull Capitd, after
the name of the placefrom wherethisisfound. Thisparticular oneiscomprised of
abell shaped inverted | otus asthe base, the abacus and on the top the animal part
—amajestic bull. Thereare plant designsaround the abacus. Scholarsare of opin-
ion that these motifshad either comefrom earlier Middle East or Post Greek Style.
Thedesignsarevery minutely and accurately carved. Thefigure of the Bull domi-
natesover thelotus and the abacus. Though the part of the stonein between the
four legsisnot carved out, it doesn’t disturb the strength or beauty of the bull. We
canfeel theweight and the power of theanimal and there liesthe success of the
artist. Infact the ornate quality of the lotus base and the abacus create a contrast
with the plain representation of thebull. The carving of the Bull obvioudly shows
mastery of the Indian scul ptor over their subjects. What is unique about thisBull
Capitd, isitsextremely polished qudity. Thisisoneof themost important charac-
teristicsof the Mauryan scul pturesfrom Ashokan period. According to the schol-
ars, thetechnique of high polishwaslearnt from the sculptorsof Middle East.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS1.2

a FromwherewasthisBull Capital found?
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b) What servesasthebaseof the Bull Capital?

c) Whatisthereontheabacusof theBull Capital?
d) WhereisthisBull Capital now?

€e) Whatisthemateria of thisBull Capital?

1.3 BLACK PRINCESS

Title . Black Princess

Medium @ Wal Panting(murd)

Date . GuptaVakataka Period (2 century AD to 6" century AD)
FindingSite :  Ajanta

Sze . 20ftx 6ft (Approx)

Artigt - Unknown

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Thecavesof AjantaareSituated near Aurangabad districtin Maharastra. Thecaves
arenamed after thenearby villageA|jintha. The caves, including theunfinished one,
arethirty innumber. Someof the caves served asthe Chaityas (worshipping places)
and most of them wereVihar as(Monasteries). Ajantapaintingsweredoneintwo
phases—first, the Hinayana phase (where Lord Buddhaisrepresented in sym-
bols) and the second, the M ahayana phase (where heisshown in human form).
Most of theAjantapaintingsweredoneinthe Vakataka Period. Ajantapaintings
occupy aunique positioninthehistory of Indian painting. Ajantapaintingsare not
donein Fresco. Fresco isatechnique, where coloursare mixed with water soluble
binders and painted on either dry or wet plaster. But Ajanta artists have used
traditional techniqueof temper a. Thethemesof Ajantapaintingswere primarily
religiousin nature. But at the sametimethey also gave enough scopeto theartists
to show their creative and imaginative skills. Thebest part isthat, even being reli-
gious paintings, they can be enjoyed by common people. Black Princessis, no
doubt, one of the best examples of theAjantapaintings. Thefreeflowing line,
subtlerhythm of the body contour, the dlight tilt of the face and the carves of the
eyes, al show the mastery of the artist and his control over the brush. Eventhe
damaged painting givesaclear pictureof how beautiful the colourswere. Thereis
alyrica qudity inthe painting. The softness of thebody contour, subtle bending of
the neck and thesmplicity give an heavenly quality to the painting. The colours
used have been very earthly and devoid of any loudness.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS1.3

(@ WheredowefindtheAjantacaves?
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(0 Whatisthetypeof coloursusedintheBlack Princess?
(d) Inwhich phaseof Ajantapainting Black Princesswasdone?

(8 Whatisthetimeperiod of Black Princess?
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IndusValley Civilization was named after the sitefrom wherethefirst evidence of
thiscivilization wasfound. Main sitesof thiscivilization are M ohenjo-daroand
Har appa (now in Pakistan). Thoughinitidly it wasconsidered that thiscivilization
was mainly concentrated inthe Indus River Valley and was named accordingly,
recent excavationsshow that it was extended beyond thebasin of River Indus. This
civilizationisaso known asHargppan Civilization and isbelieved to haveflourished
between 2500 B.C. and 1750 B.C. Great numbersof art and antiquities have been
found from this period, which include seals, potteries, jewellery, tools, toysand
statuettesand other utilitarian objects.

Thenextimportant period in Indian history wasthetimeof theM auryan Dynasty,
whichwasfounded by ChandraguptaM aurya. Thoughhehimsdf isanillustrious
figureinIndian higtory, mainly becauseof hisadminidrationand hisminister Kautilya,
better known as Chanakya, hisgrandson Ashokathe Great did lots of benevo-
lent works and contributed much to the development of art and architecture. He
wasafollower of Buddhism and erected pillarsall over the empireto spread the
teachingsof Lord Buddha.

The Mauryan period was followed by the rules of dynasties like Sungas,
Satavahanasand K ushans. K ushanshad come from outside Indiabut contrib-
uted alot inthe development of Indian art and architecture.

The Guptadynasty, founded by Chandraguptal, succeeded the K ushanas.
Guptaswerenot only great warriorsand administrators, but they were also great
patronsof different typesof arts. Under theimperial of Guptasthere occurred an
overdl developmentinevery fidd, including al kindsof art and science. Thisperiod
saw the rise of the legendary personalities like Kalidasa, Aryabhatta and
Varahamihira. Itisjustified to call GuptaPeriod asthe Golden period of Indian
Historyinall respects.

gl TERMINAL EXERCISES

1.  Writeinshort about theworksof IndusValley Civilization.
2. Describeinbrief theposture of the Dancing Girl.
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3.
4.

Writein short about Mauryan art.

Why do we call Guptaperiod asthe golden or the classical period of Indian

history?

What arethe specialitiesof the Mauryan scul ptures?
What wasthe contribution of the Kushans?

What werethe characteristics of the Guptaperiod paintings?

11

a)
b)

Mohenjo—daro
4inches(Approx)
Sanding
Sheiswithout clothes
Metal
Itistiedinabun

Rampurva

Inverted bell shaped lotus
Plant motif

Indian Museum

Polished Stone

Near Aurangabad in Maharastra
HinayanaPhase

Earth colours

MahayanaPhase

2 — 6" cA.D. GuptaVakataka period
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GLOSSARY/TERMINOLOGY

Statuettes
Utilitarian
Lanky
Shaft
Edicts
Frescos
Portrait
Stupa

Tempera
Materedistic World
Lyricd

Smdll satues

Anythingwith autility purpose
Thinandtal

Narrow and usually vertical space

Order proclaimed by authority

Kind of painting doneonwet walls
Drawing, painting, photograph of aperson

Memoria onmorta remainsof Saint and Worship-
ping placefor Buddhists

Water colour mixed withwhite.
Common general world oppositespiritual world.

Poemlike
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HISTORY AND APPRECIATION
OF ART FROM 7th AD
TO 12th AD

The Post Guptaperiod in Indiaisknown for the progressin temple architecture
and sculpture. Mgjor dynastieslike, Pallavas, Cholas, Hoysalasin the south and
Palas, Senas, and Gangasin the east patronized thisprogress. Inthe south, in
Mahabalipuram or Mamallapuram, we seethe Panchar athasand the M andapa
sructures. While Pallavasand their rivals, Western Chalukyans areremembered
for their sculptural activities, Cholasand Hoysalaswould be alwaysremembered
for their templeprojects. Chola artistsexcelled in thetechniques of bronze casting
and intricate metal scul ptureswith delicate and rhythmic body movements. But at
thesametime Chola period hasa so given ussome of themost important temples
of Southern India—likethe Gangak ondacholapuram temple, Brihadeswar temple
and others. Thesetemplesareimportant for their smplicity, monumentality and
maj estic quality. Next inimportancewasHoysala art. Hoysala stylewasamix of
intricate design and detail study. During theruleof theHoysala kings, many impor-
tant templ e projectswere given shape. Speciality of the Hoysala period temples
arethe presence of temple sculpturesas part of the architecture. They form an
important part of thearchitecture. Inthe eastern part of the country, some of
the temple projects were taken up by the Ganga rulers, like the M ukteswar
temple, Lingar ajatempleand Raj ar ani templein Orissa. Some of themost im-
portant Indian templesof K anchipuram, Chennai, Bhubaneshwar, Bankura,
Belur and Halebid were built during thistime. Artists by thistime had become
more and more proficient in carving and other techniques. Hence, thisparticular
timeisvery important to understand the devel opment of the Indian art and archi-
tecture.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner will beableto:
® describeinbrief theart of the period from 7th century AD to 12th century AD;
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identify theart objectsof thisperiod;

distinguish between enlisted art objects of thisperiod,

mention the main characteristics of theenlisted art objectsof thisperiod; and
identify distinctly the namesof enlisted art objectsof thisperiod.

2.1ARJUNA’'SPENANCE OR GANGAVATARANA

Title : Arjuna sPenanceor Gangavatarana
Medium : Stone

Date : PdlavaPeriod (7th century AD)
FindingSite Mamdlgpuram (Chennai)

Sze : 91 ft X 152 ft (Approx)

Artig ; Unknown

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Themonuments of the Pallavas consist of cave templesand structural temples,
plusafew monoalithic structures. One of themost important scul ptural worksof this
periodisfromMamallapuram. Therdlief isontwo huge boulders. The sculpture
isuneven but very distinct and spontaneousin representation. Thereisaflow inthe
wholecomposition. Thereisacrowd of life-size human and animal figures. They
include gods, demi - gods, and sages, al intheflying position. Thereisacleftin
between thetwo boulders. All thefiguresare shown facing the cleft. Though there
arelotsof movementsand energy ontheupper part of therelief, inthelower part of
the compositionthelife shownamost calmsdown. Theasceticfiguresinthecrowd
have been shown in meditating posture. The name of therelief, according to some
scholars, isGangavatar ana where Shiva has been shown receiving the flow of
Gangesinhishair. Totheright of the cleft afour-armedfigurelarger than all therest
can beidentified as Shiva by thetrident over hisshouldersand hisgroup of follow-
ers. Othersthink that it should beknown as Arjuna’s Penance, becauseamale
figure (which they think isArjuna) has been shown at one end in the posture of
meditation. Thisisadistinctly PallavaPeriod work. Thereisenormous speed and
monumentality inthesculptures. Theanima figuresand their characterization show
the close observation of the artists. For example, the sl eeping baby elephant, the
monkey figures, the deer scratchingitsnose, al show their acute study of the natural
world. Thefigures have softnessin the treatment and roundness. Thishasbeen
regarded for ages as one of the masterpieces of the Indian sculptures from the
southern part of the country.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS2.1

a WhereisArjuna sPenancelocated?
b) ArjunasPenancewasbuilt under which dynasty?
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C) Whatistheother name of Arjuna’sPenance?

d) Whatisthemeasurement of thesculpturd relief?

2.2KRISHNA SUPPORTING MOUNT GOVARDHANA

Title : KrishnaSupporting Mount Govardhana
Medium . Stone

Date . HoysdaPeriod

FindingSte : Bdur

Sze . 3ft

Artist : Unknown

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Templearchitectureswere oneof theimportant activitiesduring Hoysala period.
Besidesthe elaborate templ e architectures, each temple of this period was deco-
rated with scul ptures, whichformed anintrinsic part of thearchitecture. TheHoysala
styleisnamed after one of the famous dynasties of the Deccan, which emerged
around themiddle of theeeventh century andisgenerally considered to have come
to an end in the mid fourteenth century. The capital of the Hoysala kingswas
Dvarasamudr a, themodern Halebid. Hoysalastyleisuniqueinitsownway and
ishighly characterized. The earliest mgjor Hoysalatemplesareat Belur. Hoysal
scul ptures show deep carving and undercutting, soft rhythmsof the body contours,
delicateand intricate designs. Deep carving and undercutting isfacilitated by the
soft stone. It givestherich surfacetexture and isresponsiblefor theintricate and
detail scenes. ThisKrishna Sculptur eisone of the best examples of thedelicate
and intricate Hoysala carving. Thewholeincident hasbeen showninlayers. The
obvious placement of Krishnaasthe centra figurewith human beingsand cattlein
different layers present aninteresting way of narration. Though K rishnahasbeen
showninaheroicform, hisstance of standing and the rhythmiclimbshbring softness
inthewhole composition. Very interesting to noticeistheliveliness of theanimal
figures. With heavy breastsand buttocks, elaboratejewelleries, typica Indianhair-
style, thiscomposition isan example of typica Hoysala period style, wherethe
intricate carvingsof the stone showsthe mastery of thearti<t.

E] INTEXT QUESTIONS2.2

a) Nameonetemplesiteof theHoysalaperiod.

b) Nametheearlier nameof Halebid.
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¢) Whendid Hoysaakingsbecome powerful ?
d) Wherewasthe Hoysalakingdom?

e) Fromwherethegivenexampleof scul pture hasbeenfound?

2.3 SURASUNDARI FROM KONARKA

Title : Surasundari from Konarka
Medium . Stone

Date . GangaDynasty (12" century AD)
FindingSte : Konarka, Orissa

Sze . Littlemorethanlifesize

Artist : Unknown

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Sun Templeat Konarka, oneof the best of great Orissan architectureswas
built by King Narsmhadeva | of the Ganga dynasty in the eastern coast of
Indianear Puri in Orissa. The period saw adifferent type of sculptural develop-
ment. Thetempleisfamousfor itsgigantic structureand larger thanlifesize sculp-
tures. Thelarger images, usualy of black sonehavealittlebit of affinity withlater
Bengal styleof the Pala period. Themodelling istight and thefaceisbroad with
smile. Theworksarerobust and haveloose plasticity. The scul pture of thetemple
increases beauty and aesthetic value of thetemple. Thelarge Sunimageand the
femaemusicianfigurespresent adifferent kind of qudity inthistemple. Thislittle
morethanlifesizefemaemuscianisonefromthegroup of smilar kind of sculp-
tures. Thesefemalemusician groupsarefound on the terraces above the bottom
andthemiddletiers. They have been shown playing with full confidenceand de-
light. They areboldly carved. Thefiguresarefull of movement and volume. Each
oneisshownwith adifferent kind of musical instruments. The Surasundary is
shownwithadrum. In spite of thebig facewith smile, therhythmic actionsof the
limbsandthedlight tilt of the head, present the graceful beauty of thisdrummer.
The soft carving of the ornamentsin between the breasts enhance the softness of
thefigure. The bendsand the curvesof thefigures present arhythm. Thefoldsof
the draperiesand the posture add to therhythm of thefigure.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS2.3

a) WhatisthisSurasundari figure hasbeen shown playing?
b) Who built the Suntemple of Konarka?
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c) Whereisthe Suntemple of Konarkasituated?
d) Whatisthesculpturemadeof?
€) Whichdynasty did Konarkabelongto?

Notes
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After the golden period of the Guptadynasty, the development inthefield of art and
architecture continued under different dynasties. Inthe post Guptaperiod, the cen-
tresof theart activities shifted to southern and eastern India. In the 7" century AD
Pallavasbecame powerful. Their capita wasM amallapuram or M ahabalipuram.

Themain centres, which flourished during this period, were M amallapuram and
Kanchipuram. Henceamgjor portion of art worksof thisperiod arefound inthese
centres. Some of theimportant contributionsof the Pallavasinthefield of Art are
seen at Mahabalipuram. These are Pancharathas, Arjuna’s Penance,
Mandapas, therelief scul pturesand many more. After the Pallavas, theimportant
Southern dynastieswere Chalukyas, Cholasand Hoysalas. Pallava, Chalukyan,
and Chola scul ptures show a gentleness, which was not seen before. Whilethe
Cholasexcdlled in thetechnigque of bronze scul ptures, Hoysala period isremem-
bered for the stone scul ptureswith intricateworks. They areknownfor their subtle
poses, rhythms and movementsin their works. Some of the best templearchitec-
turesweredsobuilt duringtheir time, likeHaysaleswar atempleat Halebid, Kesava
templeof Somnathpur . After the Palasand Senas, the dynasty that became promi-
nent wasthe Ganga dynasty inthe east. Thisdynasty isremembered asanimpor-
tant builder and iscredited with the construction of the gorgeousand majestic Sun
templeof KonarkainOrissa. Thetemple, whichisintheform of achariot drawn
by horses, isworld famousfor itsarchitecture and scul ptures. Though the architec-
tureisdamaged badly, what remainsisenough for usto understand the greatness of
theartistsof thisperiod.

EI TERMINAL EXERCISES

Writein brief about therelief of Arjuna sPenance. Whereisit located?
Whereisthe Suntemple of Konarka?Writein brief about it.
What arethe characteristics of the Konarkascul ptures?

Writein brief about the particular example of KrishnaGovardhanascul pture
fromtheHoysaaperiod.

H w DR

o1

Writethemain characteristicsof Hoysalaperiod scul ptures.
Writein short about the Konarka Suntemple.

IS

PAINTING




History and Appreciation of Art (Fr

j ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

a Mahabalipuramor Mamallapuram
b) Pdlavadynasty

c) Gangavatarana(Descent of Ganga)
d) 91ftX 152.ft (Approx)

a Bdur:

b) Dvarasamudra
c) 1ithCentury;
d) Deccan

e Bdur

a Drum

b) Narasmhadeval
c) Orissa

d) Stone

e GangaDynasty

GLOSSARY

Padticity - Softness

Tilt - Slightbend

Undercutting - Cutsinthedeeper layersinasculpture
Contours - Boundaryline

Schist - Onekind of stone

Cleft - Gap

Meditating - Worshipping

Monumentdlity - Hugenessfdtinspiteof smdler scade
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Characterization
Penance
Draperies
Subtle

Chariot

eciation of Art (From 7thAD to 12thAD

Cregtion and convincing represantation
Meditation

Cloth, Fabric

Ddlicate

Two-whedled vehicle
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Renaissance isaword which means “Re-Birth”. Thusit stands to depict the
revival of Art, Architectureand Literaturein 14" to 17" century. Renaissance
began with therevival of interest in ancient classical culture of Greeksand Ro-
mans. Thisperiod wasknown for new experiments, power of reasoning, lawsand
discoveries. Thusit was called the “Age of Enlightment”. Renaissance had
spread from Ear ly Renaissanceto High Renaissance and finally to Manner-
ism and Baroque.

Though, 14" century Renaissance with prominent Artists like Duccio and
M asaccio had more gothic method of narration and lessanatomy knowledge, yet
they show senseof scientific proportion and observationintheir painting. 15" Cen-
tury Renaissance gave enough stressto balance and harmony inArt and Nature.
Theuseof light, shadow, foreshortening and perspective had been perfected. The
most famous paintersof thisperiod are L eonar dodaVinci, Raphae andMichae
Angelo. Mannerist Artistsextended the principlesof High Renaissanceand
tend to represent elongated figuresinillogical spaces. Here, the emphasiswas
given moreto show human soul with anatomically corrected human body.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner should be ableto:
e explantheevolution of Renaissance;

® describethe development of thisperiod;

e writeabout theArtistsand their working style;

e identify theenlistedArt works.
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Renaissance

5.1 BIRTH OFVENUS

Title — Birth of Venus

Artis  — SandroBotticeli

Medium — Temperaoncanvas

Period — 1485-1486

Syle — Renaissance

Callection— Gdleriadegli Uffizi inHorence
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Sandro Botticdli painted Birth of Venusin about 1486. This painting showsone
of the best examples of rebirth of classical motifsinspired by 2™ century ancient
Greek masterpieces. The painting depictsthe classical goddess‘ Venus emerging
fromthewater on shell. The nude goddessisarepresentation not of earthly but
spiritud love. Shearrivesasafull grownwoman, symbolizing beauty and truth. She
isjoined by one of the goddesses of seasons, who offer her cloth embroidered with
flowersto cover her body. On the other side emergeswind god like angelsfree
flowing inair. Venus standsin the centre with modest posewhich recallsancient
Gothic'ssculptures. The anatomy of Venusdoesnot display thestrict classical real-
ism, as sheisshown with elongated neck and her | eft shoulder slopesat unusual
angle. Shebearsdimandlong limbs. Thecool artificial light adds soft harmonious

beauty to the painting.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS5.1

(@ Whatisshowninthepicture”Birth of Venus’ by Botticelli?
(b) What doesVenussymbolizeinthispainting?

(0 Whatisthenatureof theanatomy of Venus?

(d) Whatisthenatureof lightinthispainting?

5.2 MONALISA

Title — Monalisa

Artigt —  LeonardodaVinci

Medium  —  Oil on Poplar Wood

Period — 16" century

Syle —  Renaissance

Collection —  LouvreMuseum, Paris
PAINTING
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L eonardodaVinci (1452-1519) wasan Italian painter. Hewasregarded both as
scientist and artist. Among many famouspaintings, ‘ TheL ast supper’, ‘ TheVir-
gin of theRocks and‘MonalLisa’ standfor ever universal fame. MonaLisa
waspaintedin 16" century on poplar woodin il colours. It depictsawoman sitting
with amysterious smilewhich seemsto welcomethe observer. L eonar do used a
pyramid design, where her folded handsform the base. Thereisadramatic contrast
of light and dark. Thebrightly lit faceisframed with variouselementslike hair, vell,
and shadows. In the portrait of Mona Lisa thereisno visible facia hair, even
eyebrows and eyelashes are shown missing; still the smile onthewoman’sface
depicted morestriking when looking at the portrait’seye than when looking at the
mouthitself. Thereisavast landscape behind the portrait. It depictsicy mountain,
valley and curved river. Therepresentation of the painting M ona L isareflects
L eonar do’svisionto connect humanity with nature.

Notes

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS5.2

(& Writeonthedifferent areasinwhichVinci contributed.
(b) Why isMonaL isaappreciated so much?

() Whatisthebackground of thispainting?

(d) Whatisthemediumof paintingMonalLisa?

Title - Pieta

Artist —  Michad Angdlo
Medium -  Marblesculpture
Period -  1498-1499
Syle —  Renaissance

Collection — St Peter’'s, Rome
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Pietaisasculpture made by Michael Angeloin 1498-1499. Itiscreated from a
singledab of marble. Thisfamouswork shows'Virgin Mary’ holding the dead
body of Chrigt inher hands. Themother stswhile Christ restsdead onher lap. The
interpretation of hisworksbalanced the Renai ssanceideal sof classical beauty and
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artist’sown creative expressions. The structure of thissculptureispyramidal in
shape. Here he depicts M adonna much younger than her son, the Christ to ex-
press her purity. Thisisthemost highly finished work of Michael Angelo. The
scul pture has unique drapery movements and strong anatomy details. The other
famousworksof art created by Michael Angelo arethe sculpture of * David’,
‘Moses and the Frescoeson the celling of the Sistine chapel in Rome.

INTEXT QUESTIONS5.3

(@ Whatisthethemeof ‘Pieta’ ?

(b) How many figuresareused inthe sculpture” Pieta” ?Namethe charactersin
thissculpture.

() Writethebasic structureof “Pieta” .

54 THENIGHT WATCH

Title — TheNight Watch
Artigt — Rembrandt

Medium — Oil onCanvas

Period - 1642

Syle — Renaissance (Baroque)

Collection —  RijksMuseum, Amsterdam
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Rembrandt wasaDutch painter. Hewasaredist. Inmost of hispaintings, wesee
themysteriesintheplay of light and shade. Thistendsto highlight the* soul’ of the
painting. Rembrandt painted ‘ Night Watch’ between 1640-1642. For along
timethe painting was kept coated with adark varnish which gave theincorrect
impression that the painting depicted anight scene but when thevarnishwasre-
moved in 1940 it was discovered to represent broad day light.

Thispaintingillustratesthe young captain giving order to hislieutenant tomarch his
Company civilians. The painting shows effective use of light and shadows. The
captain isdressed in black with ared sash. Thelieutenant and asmall girl are
shown wearing yellow dresswhich aso symbolizesthe colour of victory. Thereis
also awhitedead chicken hanging from the girl’ sbelt shown to represent defeated
enemy. Inthe background standsadrummer to energizethe march. The painting
showsthe mastery to depict thetraditional-military portraitswith expression.
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(@ Mentionthecharacteristicfeaturesof Rembrandt'spainting.
(b) Writeonthethemeof “ TheNight Watch” by Rembrandt. Notes

() What doesthispaintingillustrate?

(d) Whenwasthevarnishremoved from the surface of thispainting?

J"'i.-
Fj WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Renaissancemeans'rebirth’, thusit standsto depict revival of ancient classica
culture. It spread from Early Renaissance, High Renaissance to Baroque.
Renai ssance gave more stressto anatomical corrected human body with perspec-
tive, foreshortening and pyramida composition and play of dramatic light became
thecommon featureof thisperiod. Themost famousartist of thisperiod areM asaccio,
Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Michael Angelo, Rembrandt and
Rubens.

El TERMINAL EXERCISES

What do you mean by theword * Renaissance’ ? Explain themain features of
thisperiod?

How ‘Venus isbeing represented inthe painting * Bir th of Venus ?
Describethepainting*Monalisa’ ?

Writeashort noteon the sculpture* Pieta’ ?

o c w0 DN

Describethepainting * Night Watch’?

j ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

1. (@ Venusemergingfromthewater onshell.
(b) Venussymbolizesbeauty and truth.

(c) Itdoesnotfollow classical realism, rather itiselongated.

(d) Cool, artificial light.

PAINTING
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(b) A mysterioussmilewhich seemstowel cometheobserver.
(0 Landscapewithmountain, valley andriver.
(d) Qil onpoplar wood.
3. (@ Virgin Mary holdingthedead body of Jesus.
(b) Two, Mary and Jesus.
() Pyramidd
4. (8 Myderiesintheplay of light and shade.
(b) Not anight scenebut aday scene.
() Theyoung captaingiving order to hislieutenant to march hiscompany.
(d) 1940
GLOSSARY
Anatomy — Science of body structure.
Cloak —Over garment hanging loosaly from shoulders
Dramatic—Play of exciting or emotional event
Elongated — Stretched out

Frescoes—Wall painting donein watercol our/tempera

o o &~ w0 D

For eshor tening — Showing aobject shortening at distance dueto perspec-
tive

~N

Humanity —Humanrace
8. Interpretation—Explanation

9. Mannerism— Styleof same 16" Italian painterswho exaggerated thefor-
mulae of design of High Renaissancepainters.

10. Narration —Depicting the concerned event
11. Spiritual —Religious
12. Pyramidal —Structurewith square base and s oping Sidesmeeting at centre.
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CUBISM, SURREALISM AND
ABSTRACT ART

Cubism is a style of painting and sculpture, that began in Paris in about 1907. It
was the most important trend at the beginning of 20th century. Cezanne was the
pioneer of cubism. He said, ""Everything in nature must be treated as a cylin-
der or sphere™. The important artists included Picasso, Braque and Leger.
They particularly chose subjects like still life, landscapes and portraits and the mo-
tifs in their works were broken up into small parts. The aim was to give importance
on construction but not the emotions. The purpose was presenting the form, not
richness of colour in terms of geometrical shapes. Forms became increasingly ab-
stract and generalized. By 1920, this art movement came to an end.

Surrealism was another movement which started in 1924 and continued till 1955.
The Surrealist artists tried to use the images of the unconscious in their works. The
Surrealists considered themselves representatives of new outlook, mainly influenced
by psycho-analysis. It originated as a revolutionary movement resulting from the
Dadaist's revolt. Giorgio de Chirico and Salvador Dali were the most famous
surrealist painters.

Abstract art is a general term for non-representational art, an art form that rejects
the depiction of the contemporary world ina realistic way. It started in the year1910.
The pioneers of abstract paintings are Kandinsky, Delarunay and Mondrian.
They tried to give a pictured form to depict abstract ideas which is not possible to
represent in a realistic method.

. OBJECTIVES

After studying this lesson, learner will be able to:

I describe evolution of Abstract Art, Cubism and Surrealism.

PAINTING




Please purchase PDFcamp Printer on http://www.verypdf.com/ to remove this watermark.

MODULE - 2

Introduction of
Western Art

Notes

':.W-.-

MAN WITH VIOLIN

AINTING




Please purchase PDFcamp Printer on http://www.verypdf.com/ to remove this watermark.

MODULE -2

Introduction of . ) )
Western Art | 1 state the names of artists, methods and materials, sizes, themes and places of
enlisted paintings.
I tellthetitle of enlisted paintings.
I differentiate between abstract art form and other arts.

I identify Abstract Art, Cubism and Surrealism from other art movements.

7.1 MANWITH VIOLIN

Title : Man with Violin
Medium : Oiloncanvas
Date » 1912

Size : 100x73cm
Artist . Pablo Picasso

Collection : Philadelphia Museum of Art
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Pablo Picasso was born in 1881 in Malaga, Spain. He was a painter, sculptor,
and ceramist. Throughout his long career, Picasso followed the principles of ab-
stract composition. He was highly influenced by symbolism. He developed his own
style in Paris during his Blue Period, 1900- 1902, named from the blue green tone
of his canvases. Picasso developed his Rose Period in 1905-1907. In this period
he used mainly pink colour in his paintings. After this period, his works were influ-
enced by the African artifacts. From 1915, Picasso developed his Cubist phase
which made him famous world over. Cubism is basically the breaking of three-
dimensional forms into flat areas of pattern and colour, overlapping and linking so
that shapes and parts of the human body or objects are seen from the front and
back at the same time.

“Man with Violin” was painted in 1912. It is a fine example of Analytical Cub-
ism. Objects were divided into parts depicting different viewpoints at the same
time. Like any other painting of this period, forms are recognizable, but broken
down into cube-like forms. Picasso tried to use space in a new way. The human
form holding the violin is broken into various geometrical shapes and then arranged
together. The colours used are typical of this period, using the shades of browns
and green. Most of his paintings during this period were made with similar tech-
nique and colours. Inthis painting there is a continuous unity of form and colour. For
him, reality had a different definition. He defined reality in a sense more real than
that of nature. His brilliant and unusual way of handling paints and other materials
made him most admired artist of the 20th Century. His one of the best works is
'‘Guernica’ based on Spanish civil war.
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A _ Il INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.1

Mention two of Picasso's famous periods.
What style made him famous?

When did he paint **Man with Violin**?
What are the years of the Rose Period?

o ~ w e

On what subject Picasso painted ‘Guernica’?

7.2 PERSISTENCE OF MEMORY

Title . Persistence of Memory

Medium : Oiloncanvas

Date » 1931

Size D9 x 13"

Artist . Salvador Dali

Collection : Museum of Modern Art, New York

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Salvador Dali is the most famous Surrealist painter. He was a Spanish painter,
film maker and writer. He adopted highly realistic technique. He continued with his
practice of drawing which he had mastered in his youth while studying. After a brief
period of experimenting with form, he used his drawings to depict the world of
absurd, unusual and strange elements.

“Persistence of Memory” painted in 1931 is a fine example of Surrealist Move-
ment. The bare landscape and calmness depicted in this painting could be regarded
as life after all wars, after all humans have died. The only objects in the painting that
give life and which can be associated with people are the “melting clocks™. In this
painting the melting clocks look very realistic and create the sense of disturbed mind
which we all see in most of his paintings. Dali’s own style was academic and pre-
cise but his subject matter was from his dreams or nightmares. The unconventional
grouping of objects in Dali’s pictures has a symbolic meaning. These soft watches
create new and unpleasant images. Ants crawl over another, as they would over
rotting food; their forms create a jewel like ornament covering the watch’s surface.
All his paintings create a different kind of pictorial language. None of Dali’s paint-
ings represent reality. They look as if nothing more than a few objects here and
there which are out of place.

Though he was a great artist with talent and imagination, he had a way of doing
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who loved his art as well as his critics. His eccentric theatrical manner was as
prominent as his artwork and attracted lot of public attention. He died in 1989 and
left behind him fantastic works such as “Vilabertin™, “Large Harlequin”, “Small
Bottle of Rum” and “Honey is Sweeter than Blood™.

Vo

_IF INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.2
What is the style of Salvador Dali?
What technique did he adopt?

Give an example of Dali's Surrealist painting.

A w0 npoE

What do you see in the painting **Persistence of Memory**?

7.3BLACKLINES

Title . Black Lines

Medium :  Oiloncanvas

Date . December 1913

Size D 43X 3%"

Artist : Wassily Kandinsky

Collection :  Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, NewYork

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Wassily Kandinsky was born in 1866 in Russia. He was a famous painter and
art theoretician of his time. Kandinsky is one of the founder figures of abstract
painting. He laid the foundations for non-representational art in his three impor-
tant series—Impressions, Improvisations and Compositions. His works were
combination of abstraction and geometric. He wanted painting to be abstract like
music is. “Accompanied Contrast”, “Yellow Accompaniment”, “Angular
Structure” are some of his great works. His works had an enormous influence on
the next generation of artists.

“Black lines” was done by Kandinsky in the year 1913. As the name suggests,
the lines look as if they were put on with Indian ink but actually black paint was
used. In this composition, a group of lines in a particular corner added different
meanings according to the arrangement. Like other paintings of this period, his
work showed simplicity and pure diagrams as if skeletons have no flesh on it. The
coloured spots look as if applied by fingers of a giant hand and not brushes. They
go well with the lines and its effect.

PAINTING
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eely within the area. In most of his paintings, lines are sketchy and look as if they
ve lives of their own. He spent last part of his life in Paris where he died in 1944.

\ INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.3 Notes

What is the main contribution of Kandinsky to the modern art?
Name three important series of Kandinsky?

When did he paint "'Black lines™?

What is the medium of this painting?

=
g‘«‘\:@ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

n important phase in Western Art began with the foundation of Abstract Art.
ther art movements followed and there was a continuous change in understand-
g art. We find the influence of Abstract Art in works which can not be related to
alism. Any work which is non representational is considered Abstract Art.
hough Abstract Art, Cubism and Surrealism originated in the West, it lefta
2ep impression on Indian artists and greatly influencing their many works.

Vassily Kandinsky, Salvador Dali and Pablo Picasso have left remarkable
orks for the future generation of artists as an inspiration. Though they repre-
nted important phases in these new movements, they remained very individual-
tic. His works showed the distinction from realistic work of the earlier periods.
ubism originated along the lines of Abstract Art and Picasso became famous
r his Cubist paintings and sculptures. His works showed different periods and
ich period was very distinct from the other. Dali, who had a very interesting and
nusual life, was the most famous amongst the Surrealist Painters. The begin-
ing of the phase of Abstract Art starts with the works of Wassily Kandinsky.

i I TERMINAL EXERCISES

Write short note on Cubism.

Briefly describe Salvador Dali’s contribution to Surrealism.
Write a paragraph on Kandinsky’s painting “Black Lines”.
Write a brief note on Abstract Art.

Write in brief about Pablo Picasso.
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GLOSSARY

Impact
Motifs
Unconscious
Symbolism
Artifacts
Mystical
Eccentric
Pictorial
Dadaism

Psycho analysis

Blue, Cubism

Oil on canvas

Spanish civil war.

Abstract painting

surrealism and Abstract Art

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

Highly realistic technique
Persistence of Memory

Landscape, melting clocks, ants

Impression, Improvisations and compositions

influence

pattern

without awareness

the practice of symbols in art

work of art

magical

a person who has unusual personality
illustrative

An art style of 20" century in which normal rules of art
are challenged.

A process to analyse mind of a person.
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CONTEMPORARY INDIAN ART

At the beginning of 19th century under theinfluence of the British Rgj, Indian art
displayed ageneral decline. The craft and techniques of fresco and miniature
paintingswhich wereuniqueinthehistory of art, were nearly lost. Miniatures
wereousted by European oil painting. Towardstheturn of the century, traditiona
Indian painting faded out and it was the time for Indian artiststo look at their
heritage with positive approach and advance from the earlier European Colonia
Art.

RajaRavi Var maof Kerdawasfamousfor hispaintingsof mythologica subjects
and portraiture. Hisworks showed westerninfluencein hisoil paintings. Onthe
other hand, Abanindranath Tagor e tried to recreate anew style in painting.
Nandalal Bose, Benode Behar i, and few othersfollowed thisnewly awakened
senseof nationalism. Thusemerged the Benga School inthefirst half of 20th cen-
tury. For subjects, they found their inspiration from Indian classicsand mythol ogy.
They rejected thewester n realism and preferred to useidealism of Indian Art.
Jamini Roy gaveamodernformtofolk art and Rabindranath Tagor eintro-
duced expression in hispainting. Theseartistsexperimented with traditiona water
colour techniquesusing Indian and Chinese stylesand a so sought inspiration from
miniatures, frescoesandfolk art.

Later, artistslike Amrita Sher gil drew on both Western and Indian traditions. Her
contributioninthefield of art retainsher unique position asthefirst lady of the
modern Indian art. All these artists produced remarkableworksin the history of
contemporary IndianAurt.
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After studying thislesson, learner will beableto:

e describetheevolution of modem art movementsin India; Notes

e explaincharacterigticfeaturesof theenlisted paintings;

e datethenameof methodsand materids, sizes, themesand placesof enlisted
pantings

e tell thenameof artistsof enlisted paintings,

e identify theworksof enlisted artists.

8.1 HAMSA DAMAYANTI

Title : Hamsa Damayanti
Medium Oil oncanvas

Date ) 1899

Artist : RaaRavi Varma

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

RajaRavi Var maisoneof themost celebrated paintersof India. Hislifebeganin
asmdl villageof Kilimanoor, Kerala. Ravi Varma'svison asan artist wasrevolu-
tionary in hiscontributionto Indianart. A popular and significant artist of histimehe
was aprominent representative of Eur opeanised School of Indian artists. He
gained reputation for hiswater and oil colour techniques. Vast panoramaof India's
mythology isportrayedin seriesof hisworksthat mostly project theheroinesasthe
central figures. Hispaintingsof Indiandivinitiesstill survivein many homesand
shrines. Hisworksarestill visiblein prints, calendars, posters, and other popular
artsand oleographs. Ravi Var mais particularly noted for hispaintings depicting
episodesfromthestory of Dushyanta—Shakuntala, Nala-Damayanti, and from
theepic Mahabhar ata.

“Hamsa Damayanti” isone of themost famousworksof Raja Ravi Var ma. It
was paintedin 1899in oil and it created a sensation when first displayed at the
MadrasFineArtsExhibition. The Western techniquewhich Ravi Ver mamas-
teredisclearly visiblein thispainting. The power and forceful expression of Euro-
pean painting fascinated him, which cameacrossto him asstrikingly contrasting to
stylized Indian artwork.
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The painting depicts Damayanti, the most beautiful of Ravi Varma’ swomen, || Indian Art

who was portrayed asvery shapely and graceful. Sheiswearing abeautiful red
Sari, lovingly listening to messagesfrom her lover, Nala, narrated by the swan
(Hamsa). Hamsatalks about Nala and expressesNala'slovefor her. The paint-
ing showstheslent loveof her heart expressingitsdlf inthe sparkle of her eyesand
theglow of her cheeks, tender, dignified and lovely that makesher so fascinating.

Notes

The standing figure of Damayanti and her postureitsalf isvery suggestive of the
themeRavi Ver ma selected. Heused oil coloursin thiswork a so because of the
westerninfluencein hispaintings. He has shown hisexcellencein the colour combi-
nation and technige.

Heprovided avital link between thetraditional Indian art and the contemporary
between the Thanjavoor School and Western Academic realism. Ravi Varmais
considered not only one of India sgreatest artists, but also agreat patriot. Raja
Ravi Var ma breathed hislast on 2nd October 1906.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSS.1

1. Whatisthemedium of Hamsa Damayanti?

2. What doesthe painting depict?

3.  Whatwasthevitd link Ravi Var maprovided?

4. What printing process he used to reproduce his paintings?

8.2BRAHMACHARIES

Title :  Brahmacharies
Medium : Oil oncanvas
Date : 1938

Artist : AmritaShegil

Collection :  Nationa Gallery of ModernArt, New Delhi
GENERALDESCRIPTION

Amrita Shergil'sappearanceisagreat event in the history of contemporary 20th
century artinIndia. Bornin 1913, her parentswere Sar dar Umrao Singh Sher gil
and L ady Antoinette, aHungarian national. Amr ita spent her early yearsin Eu-
rope and had the best of art educationin Paris. Shewas highly influenced by the
post-Impressionistsincluding M odigliani and Gauguin.
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ShecametoIndiain 1921, drew inspiration from the exquisitelittle miniatures of
Kangraand frescoesof Ajanta. Thefiguresshedrew with expressionson their
faceswereher owninvention. Amrita’ spaintingswerenot merereproductions of
what she saw around her but visionsborn out of the coordination of colour, design
and emotion. Visit to South Indiainspired her to produce the most remarkable
works such as" The Bride's Toilette" , “ The Brahmacharis' and " South
Indian VillagersgoingtoMarket" .

The Brahmachar eswhich was painted in 1938 isafine example of her under-
standing of theHindu faithwhichisstill prevaentinthetraditionalist South India.
The painting showsfive malefigures. She saw the brahmachari studentsin an
ashram. Shesucceeded in expressing thesmplicity of theseyoung Brahmin stu-
dentsas symbolsof devotionintheHindu faith. The paintingiscomposed ona
horizonta planewith vertical placement of thefigures. Stresswaslaid onthevari-
ety of colour of the bodies. A deep red background, white dhotis and neutral
foreground of greenish gray do not disturb the camness of thewhole composition.
Thedhotishavevariationsof whites, though different but so subtlethat it givesan
impression of uniformity. Theoff whiteof the central figurewith black and brown
bodiesaround against the deep red background are used with skill.

Sheisremembered for her paintingsdonejust over aperiod of sevenyears. But
the pass on with which she handl ed the brush and the geniuswith which she com-
bined her training in the West and her view of the East, made her most popular.
Thesincerity of her subject and the usesof coloursbringto Amrita’spaintingsa
quality of timelessness. Most of her paintingsreflect her lovefor the country and
more importantly her responseto the life of its people. She was the youngest
among the pioneersof contemporary movement and themost short lived.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSS.2

1. WhichEuropeon stylesinfluenced Amritamost?

2. How many figuresarethereonthepainting " Brahmacharies' .
3. Statethemainfeaturesof thispainting composition.
4

Inwhichyear wasit painted?
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Indian Art

Title : TheAtrium

Medium :  Water colour on paper
Date : 1920

Sze : 125"X9.5"

Artist . Gaganendranath Tagore

Collection :  RabindraBharati Society, Jorasanko, Kolkata

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Gaganendranath Tagorewasbornin 1867 inthe Tagorefamily in Kolkata. He
wasaleading figurein contemporary Indian painters. Hisimportant worksfrom
1910-1921 werethe sketches of the Himalayas, thelife of Chaitanyathrough art
inasequenceand thewonderful drawingsdepicting theIndianlife. Ononehand he
supported hisbrother Abanindr anath and on the other hand he showed hisinclina:
tiontowards Cubist School in Europe. Later in hiscareer hedevel oped adistinct
styleof hisown and hisown brand of cubism. The core of cubism wasto expose
in abstract geometric structures. He devel oped histechnique after along period of
experimentation.. He overl apped the flattened geometrical shadow shapesof colour
to createamystery world. Hewasdefinitely amaster of beautiful composition. He
painted imageswith adramatic play of light and shade using geometrica formsand
simplified figures. He never blindly imitated the western art style. Hewasaso a
great critic of histimeand hissocial cartoonswerevery popular. Hiscartoonsre-
flected histreatment of the scenes of Kolkataand thefunny side of thelifeof its
citizens. Heisbest knownfor hispolitica cartoonsand socid satireson Westernised
Bengdis

Oneof hispaintings“ The Atrium" isaremarkablework and afine example of
Cubigt influenceon hiswork. Cubismisthestyleinartinwhich objectsarerepre-
sented by putting together geometrical formsand heincorporated thisin hisworks.
Hecreated thiswork with hiscubistically broken formslike cubist. Thispainting
particularly showsafine blend of light and created adramatic effect with colours.
Thoughinmost of hisearlier works he used multitude of coloursbut inthisone he
has used various shades and tints. Thewhole compositionlookslike acombination
of variousgeometrical shapes put together. Thiswork could easily be understood
though thereisabstraction in the shapes. Therewasnot any artist at that timeto
experiment with thiswestern concept.

Heisstill regarded asan artist who made several experiments. He passed away in
1938. But hismemory livesonin hispaintingsand sketches.
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INTEXT QUESTIONSS8.3
1.  What werethethemes Gaganendranath choseto paint between 1910 and
1921?
, . . . Notes
2. Which Europeon styleinfluenced hispainting ™ Atrium" ?
3. Whodo hiscartoonsreflect?
4. Whatisthemediumof thepainting” Atrium" ?

65)
\Z‘?‘_.ﬂ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

ModernIndianArt isvery much related to the history of the country and social
conditionsinwhichtheartistsdevel oped their styles. We seethe growth of differ-
ent school safter thedeclineof British Rg. The British Period produced significant
worksunder the Company School. TheIndian artistsfollowed the European
techniquesintheir paintings.

Artist like RajaRavi Var ma served asabridgeto revive Indian subjects but
followed western style. Later theBengal School established in Santiniketan served
asacentreof artistic development. Artistsof variousbackgrounds cametogether
togiveanew dimensionto Indian art. They either followed western styleor far
eastern techniques but they somehow were ableto project their ownindividual
style. Abanindranath Tagor e and his diciples contributed on alarge scale.
Nandlal Bose, Jamini Roy, D. P. Roy Chowdhury and othershaveleft their
mark inthehistory of IndianArt. Bengal School provided astarting point tothe
movement to the contemporary IndianArt. The best and most individualistic
painter wasprobably Amrita Sher gil. Though shedidn’t follow any Indian school,
she was able to produce a good number of remarkable works within a short
period of seven years. Thetechnique, the choice of subjectsand the desireto
bring forward thetrue Indian lifethrough their work werewell received by the
next generation.

gl TERMINAL EXERCISES

1.  Writeinbrief what kind of art evolved after Company Art declinedinIndia?
2. Describethesubjectsof Raja Ravi Ver ma’spaintings.

3. Describethecomposition of the painting “ Brahmacharies'.

4. Writeaparagraph on Gaganendranath Tagor € sstyleof painting.
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eer sof Contemporary IndianArt

j ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

8.1

1. Qiloncanvas.

2. Damayanti islistening messagefrom her lover Nala, narrated by the swan.
3. Betweentraditiona Indian art and Westernrealism.

4.  Oleograph.

8.2

1.  Post-Impressonism

2.  FRve

3. Horizonta planewith vertica placement of figures.

4. 1938

8.3

1.  Sketchesof Himdayas, lifeof Chaitanya

2. Cubism

3. Scenesof Kolkataand thefunny sideof thelifeof itscitizens.
4.  Water colour or paper.

GLOSSARY

Fresco - wall paintingsdoneintempera, water colours
Mythological - legendary

Revolutionary - innoveive

Satic - motionless

Solemn - sious

Unifor mity - regularity

Vividly - drikingly

Colonial Art - anartformestablishedinBritishrulesinindia

anart through which emotion, fegling, etc. are expressed.
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CONTEMPORARY
INDIANART

After the decline of Mughal empire and theend of classical and medieval art of
India. Contemporary art began with the Britishrulein India. Raja Ravi Var ma,
Abanindranath Tagore, Amrita Shergil, RabindraNath Tagore, and Jamini
Roy, were the pioneers of contemporary Indian Art. These young artistswere
more exposed to thewestern art movements. Ger man Expressionism, Cubism,
Fauvism, Dadaism and Surrealism left great influence onthese Indian painters,
but at the sametime, their struggleto retain Indianidentity continued. A combina-
tion of western techniqueand Indian spiritualism becamethe essence of Indian art
at thisstage. Along with thewestern methods and materialss, they asotried to use
thefar eastern methods of painting. Lot of experimentswere donewith print mak-
ing (Woodcut, Lithograph, Etching etc.). Pradosh DasGupta, Prankrishna
Pal, NirodeM azumder, Paritosh Sen and othersof Ca cuttagroup held thefirst
show in 1943 and the progressiveArtistsgroup of Bombay exhibited the paintings
of F.N. Souza, Raza, M .F. Hussain, K.H. Araand othersin 1947. While some
artists were experimenting with western style, others like Benode Behari
Mukherjee, Ramkinkar Vaij, Sailoz M ukherjee, showed inclination towards
Japanese art and Folk Art. Two of Bengal School artists, Devi Prosad Roy
Chowdhury and Sar oda Ukil played fundamentd rolesin introducing modern art
movement in the Northern and Southern parts of India. K.C.S. Panikar and
Srinivasalu, studentsof D.P. Roy choudhury, madetheir mark in contemporary
Artwhile Saroda Ukil established an Art School in Delhi.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner will beableto:
®  describethe contribution of maor art movementsof India.
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e Statethenameof theartists, who played important rolein the devel opment of
contemporary Indianart;

Tell about the methods and materia sthe contemporaty artistsused;
| dentify thefamousIndian paintersof contemporary period,
Describein brief theenlisted contemporary arts;

Writein brief about the enlisted contemporary artists.

9.1WHIRLPOOL

Title—Whirlpoal
Artist—KrishnaReddy
Period — 1962
Size—37.5cmsx 49.5cms
Medium—Intaglio on paper.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Graphicsor Print makingisvery popular form of art which are being used by
western artistsfor many centuries. Indian painterstook interest in Graphicsfrom
theend of 19" Century A.D. Etching, dry point, aquatint, intaglio, lithography,
oliography etc are used by many Indian artists. Themain advantage of print making
isto produce number of copies of the same painting. Raja Ravi Vermacould
popul arize hispaintings by printing many copiesof hisworksin oliograph tech-
nique.

Krishna Reddy isone of the most famous print makers of that time. Hewasa
student of KalaBhavan, Visva Bhar ati, Santiniketan.

“Whirlpool” isoneof themasterpiecesof Krishna Reddy. Itisdoneinintaglio
process. Thisprocessisreverse of therelief method, because the surface of the
platedoesnot print, astheink being held only intheengraved furrows. Thelinesof
designareincised in copper or zinc plate. Ink isused on it and then the surfaceis
wiped cleanwith scraper. After laying adamp paper onit, print istaken by putting
pressureinamachine. In“Whirlpool” , Reddy creates new formsfrom known
objectsand to taketheforminto abstraction. Hismaininterest in the pictureisto
capturetheforceof nature. Everythingislostinthecosmicwhirlpool. Theimagesin
the picture are non representational though someimageslike stars, flowersand
cloudsarenot very clearly recognizable. Hisearly experience of scul pturing helps
himto understand therdlief typeintaglio effectsin the printswhichisthemain beauty
of thiswork.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS9.1

1. Nametheprint making techniqueartistsuse.
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2. Which print making technique hasbeen used by KrisnaReddy for “ Whirl- § Indian Art
pool” ?

3. What do you know about K rishna Reddy’swork “Whirlpool” ?

9.2 MEDIAEVAL SAINTS
Notes

Title —  Mediaeval Saints

Artigt —  BenodeBehari Mukherjee (1904-1980)

Period - 1947

Callection -  Murd onthewall of Hindi Bhavan, VisvaBharati.
Santiniketan.

Medium —  FrescoBuono

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

BenodeBehari Mukherjeewasastudent of Nandalal Bose, thefamous Ben-
gal School painter. Benode Behari loved nature and its beauty and he based his
paintingsonthat. Helearnt theart of |andscaping from Japan. Heused very smple
andrational lineslikethe Japanese artists. Theselineshavequdity of Calligraphy.
BenodeBehari suffered from weak eyesight from his childhood and becameto-
tally blindinthelater part of hislife. Neither hispoor eyesight in young ageand
blindnessinlater age could stop hiscreativeurge.

All through hislifeheexperimented with different mediums. Inspiteof hisblindness,
he created ahugemura at KalaBhavan, Santiniketan.

“TheMediaeval Saints’ isone of the muralswhich he painted on thewall of
Hindi Bhavanin“Fresco Buono” technique. It isamethod of wall paintingin
which powdered pigmentscoloursaremixed in water and are gpplied towet freshly
laid limeplaster ground. In thismethod the col our becomesthe part of thewall so
that the colourslast long.

“Mediaeval Saints’ isawall painting (Mural) depicting the Saintsof different
religionsof India. Thecompositioniswell planned to suit the size and shape of the
walls. Thehugeand elongated forms of the human figuresarranged with ariver
likeflowing movement in perfect harmony and rhythm. The monument like qudity
of thesefiguresremind usof Sculptureson the Grothic Churchwall. Theemphatic
verticality of thecompostionisnicely bal anced by smdler figuresin horizontal con-
tinuity. Thelargenessof thefiguresexpresstheir spiritual greatness. Thesmaller
figuresrepresent the common people engaged in different activities of every day
life
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Thelinesarevery emphaticin thispainting but the coloursarevery limited with || Indian Art

brown, yellow ochreand terraverte.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS9.2

Write about Benode Behar i’ steacher and his place of education. Notes
Writeintwo linesabout thetechniqueof “ Fresco-Buono”.
What arethe colours, mainly usedin“ M ediaeval Saints’ Mural?

What was Benode Behari’sphyical problem?

A 0w D P

9.3WORDSAND SYMBOLS

Title — Wordsand Symboals.
Artist — K.C.S. Panikar (1911-1977)
Medium — Oil onboard.

Sze — 43cmsx 124cms.

Date — 1965.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

K.C.S. Panikar could betermed asthemost influential and pioneer inthe devel-
opment of contemporary art movement in the Southern part of India. Hewasa
student of D.P. Roy Choudhary of Bengal School inthe Madras School of art.

He had to do many odd jobs asatelegraph operator and insurance agent before he
could establish himself asan artist. Hisstylewent through many stagesfromredis-
ticto geometric. Hewas also agreat teacher who inspired many paintersfrom
south and established the first artist village of India near Chennai hamed
“Cholamandalam”.

Theenlisted painting isavery famousonefrom hisseries* Words’ and“ Sym-
bols’. Itisavery different type of experimental work inwhich spaceiscovered
with calligraphy. Panikar used mathematical symbols, Arabicfigures, Roman Scripts
and Maayalam Scriptsto create adesign which lookslike ahoroscope. Tantric
symbolic diagramsare also used. Coloursplay anominal roleinthispainting.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS9.3

1. Mentiontheroleof K.C.S. Panikar intheart sceneof South India.
2. Whatis‘Cholamandalam’ ?How itisrelated to Panikar?
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3. Writetwolineson enlisted paintingsof Panikar.

9.4 LANDSCAPE IN RED

Title — Landscapein Red

Artigt — FrancisNewton Souza(1924-2002)
Period — 1961.

Sze — 78.7cmsX 132.1cms

Medium - ol

Collection — Jahangir Nicholson Museum.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

F.N. Souzawasbornin Goaand grew up in Mumbai. Hewas expelled from his
school and joined J.J. School of art. Hewas again expelled from J.J. School of Art
in 1945. He was one of the young painters to form the “ Progressive Artists
Group” in1947. Later heleft Indiaand settled in London. Subsequently he be-
cameoneof thefivetop artiststo represent theminternational ly. Hislower middle
classbackground andfinancia problemsmadehim protest against society. Hepro-
tested against al kindsof religiousand socia superstitionsthrough hispaintings.
Likemost of hiscontemporaries, Souzawasalso inspired by post impressionist
and German expressionist painters. Epecialy hewasgrestly influenced by Picasso
and M atisse. Hediscovered hisown style by combining Indian temple scul pture
formswithwestern art. Hewasapainter with relentlessexperimentationinal forms
of art.

Souzahad specid lovefor landscape painting along with religiousand socid themes.
The“Landscapein Red” isagood examplefrom hislandscapes.

Itisan experimental cityscape. Theartist tried to capturelook of acity whichis
nothing but aconcretejungle. Hiscityscapesgeneradly reflect themysteriouschar-
acter of cities. Thecalligraphic useof linesarenicely arranged with colours. The
coloursand formsemerge independently inthe composition. Red isthe predomi-
nant colour herewith few splashesof green hereand there. No rule of perspective
isfollowed. In spite of that the depth of spaceisclearly definedinthe painting.

Souza created many typesof worksover along workinglife. Heiscompared with
Picasso by an European art critic for hisworks.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS9.4

1. Nameoneof thefoundersof “ TheprogressiveArtist Group”.
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Indian Art || 2.  Writeonfew important qualitiesof Souza's” Thelandscapein Red” .
3. Whodidinspire Souza'sart?

4. Nametheforeign cities Souza Stayed.

\i?‘_‘ﬂ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Indian contemporary art, which began with RajaRavi Ver maand Benga School,
continued to flourishin different metropolitan citiesof India. Western influence be-
camevery clear onthe young generation in spite of Bengal school’sattempt to
reviveclassical tradition of Indian art. Theyoung generation of thirtiesand forties
took ingpiration either from thewest or far east to giveanew meaningto Indian art.
Some of these painterswent to western countriesand ultimately settled thereand
those stayed back were struggling to discover their identity. It isheartening that
many of these paintersnot only found their identity, but also could establish them-
selvesasinternationdly successful painters.

gl TERMINAL EXERCISE

1. Describetheinfluencesthat hel pedinthe devel opment of contemporary art of
India

2. Writeabout two paintersof Indiawho settled abroad and became famous.
3. What do you know about the Indian pai nter who becameblind?
4. Writeinbrief about theArtist-Souza.

5. Describeinbrief of Panikar'soneof thefamous paintings.

.‘ ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

9.2 1. Drypoint, Aquatint, Intaglio

Intaglio
KrishnaReddy’smaininterest inthe pictureisto capturetheforce of

nature. Every thingislost inthe cosmic whirlpool. Theimagesinthe
pictureareabstract formsof stars, flowersand clouds.

9.3

1. Histeacher wasNandlal Bose, a famousBenga School painter.
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2. Itisamethod inwhich powdered pigmentsare mixed in water and are ap-
pliedto awet freshly laid limeplaster ground.

3. Brown, yellow ochre, Terraverte.

4. Hesuffered fromweak sight and becameblind.

94

1. Hewasmogtinfluential and poineer inthe development of contemporary art
movement in south.

2. He established the first artist village of India near chennai named
“ Cholamandalam”

3. “Wordsand Symbols’ isan experimenta work inwhich spaceiscovered
withcaligraphy.

9.5

1. F. N.Souza

2. Experimenta cityscapevision of mysteriousworld, calligraph, no conven-
tional perspective.

3. Picasso and Matisse

4. London, New York.

GLOSSARY

e German expressionism —AnArt movement of 20" Century by painters
likeKandinsky, Kirchner, Noldeetc.

e Cubism—Aformof Artinwhichobjectsaresmplifiedin basic geometrica
shapes. Main artistsare Picasso, Braque, L eger etc.

e Fauvism—A styleof paintinginwhich very warm andloud coloursare used.
MainartistisM atisse.

e Surrealism—Inthisstyleof painting very realisticformsarecombinedinan
unrealistic manner, asit happensin dream. Main artistsare Dali, Chirico
and others.

e Calligraphy—Art of scriptwriting.

e Gothicperiod—A christianArt and Architectura styleof 13" Century A.D.

e Horoscope—Diagram showing therelative position of planetsand zodiac
signsfor useof in calculating birthsforetelling eventinaperson’slife. Itisa
part of Astrology.
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